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Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning (LGBTQ) Pride 
Month recognizes the contributions that generations of LGBTQ 
individuals have made to American history, society and culture. The 
month of June was chosen to commemorate the 1969 Stonewall Inn 
Riots. In the 1960s, New York City police regularly raided gay 
bars. Early on the morning of Saturday, 28 June 1969, the police raided 
the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New York City. Upset over their 
treatment, a riot broke out involving gay and lesbian individuals who were 
being questioned by the police. Protests over their treatment spread over 
the course of several nights. 

The commemoration of LGBTQ Pride Month began in November of 1969, 
when Craig Rodwell, his partner Fred Sargeant, Ellen Broidy, and Linda 
Rhodes proposed the First Pride March, a demonstration to be held 












annually on the last Saturday in June in New York City. Initially, the last 
Sunday in June was celebrated as “Gay Pride Day.” In major cities 
across the nation, the “day” soon grew to encompass a month-long series 
of events involving parades, picnics, parties, workshops, symposia and 
concerts. 

The month has been recognized since 1970, one year after the Stonewall 
Rebellion commemorating the impact the riots had on society. Still now, 
people in towns and cities across the Nation come together to show 
support for LGBTQ rights, culture and communities throughout the month 
of June. 

As well as being a month long celebration, Pride month is also an 
opportunity to peacefully protest and raise political awareness of current 
issues facing the LGBTQ+ community. Parades are a prominent feature 
of Pride month, and there are many street parties, community events, 
poetry readings, public speaking, street festivals and educational 
sessions all of which are covered by mainstream media and attracting 
millions of participants. 

The Capital Pride Alliance, located in Washington, DC, is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to serving the needs of the LGBTQ community 
and its partners through educational events, entertainment, community 
outreach, and celebrations of diversity throughout the year. Capital Pride 
Alliance announced its 2019 Pride theme - “shhhOUT Past, Present & 
Proud.” 
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June 25, 2019, 10:00 a.m. 
Commission Meeting Room 


On June 27, 1969, police raided The Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New 
York City's Greenwich Village. In a spontaneous show of support and 
frustration, the city's gay community rioted for three nights in the 
streets, an event that is considered the birth of the modern Gay Rights 
Movement. The award winning film Before Stonewall pries open the 
closet door, setting free the dramatic story of the sometimes horrifying 
public and private existences experienced by gay and lesbian Americans 
since the 1920s. Revealing and often humorous, this widely acclaimed 
film relives the emotionally-charged sparking of today's gay rights 
movement, from the events that led to the fevered 1969 riots to many 
other milestones in the brave fight for acceptance. Experience the 
fascinating and unforgettable, decade-by-decade history of 
homosexuality in America through eye-opening historical footage and 
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Join the Office of Workplace Diversity (OWD) 
In Observance of LGBTQ Pride Month 
For the viewing of 

"Before Stonewall" 




Mark 


For the following: 


LGBTQ Pride Month Observance 

Activities 
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June 5, 2019 - Hear profound remarks from Sheila Alexander- 
Reid, Director, DC Mayor's Office of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Questioning (LGBTQ) Affairs at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Commission Meeting Room. 
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Sheila is a community activist in the truest sense of the word. Her work to shed light 
on issues affecting the voiceless among us cuts across every line that could divide 
us; gender, race, socio-economic status, education level and sexual orientation. 
She was formerly, the Director of Strategic Engagement at the Washington City 
Paper, Vice President of Strategic Initiatives at the Washington Blade, founder and 
former Executive Director of the Women in the Life Association, as well as host of 
Inside Out, DC’s only FM, LGBTQ, radio show which aired Tuesdays on WPFW 
(89.3 FM). 

In addition, Sheila formerly served as the Vice-President of the Gertrude Stein 
Democratic Club, and represented Stein on the DC Democratic State Committee. 
Sheila has championed causes for young people, women of color, the LGBT 
community and survivors of domestic violence. _ 
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June 25, 2019 - The viewing of "Before Stonewall" at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Commission Meeting Room. 

Synopsis: On June 27, 1969, police raided The Stonewall Inn, a gay bar 
in New York City's Greenwich Village. In a spontaneous show of support 
and frustration, the city's gay community rioted for three nights in the 
streets, an event that is considered the birth of the modern Gay Rights 
Movement. The award winning film Before Stonewall pries open the 
closet door, setting free the dramatic story of the sometimes horrifying 
public and private existences experienced by gay and lesbian Americans 
since the 1920s. Revealing and often humorous, this widely acclaimed 
film relives the emotionally-charged sparking of today's gay rights 









movement, from the events that led to the fevered 1969 riots to many 
other milestones in the brave fight for acceptance. Experience the 
fascinating and unforgettable, decade-by-decade history of 
homosexuality in America through eye-opening historical footage and 
amazing interviews with those who lived through an often brutal closeted 
history. 
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MERLE MILLER 

On Being Different 
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(Image Book, "On Being Different") 

June 27, 2019 - Book discussion, "On Being Different" written by 
Merle Miller facilitated by Rachel Seissler, from the FCC Library, 2:00- 
3:00 p.m. in 2-B516 South Conference Room. Synopsis: Originally 
published in 1971, "On Being Different" is a pioneering and thought- 
provoking book about being homosexual in the United States. Just two 
years after the Stonewall riots, Miller wrote a poignant essay for the New 
York Times Magazine entitled "What It Means To Be a Homosexual" in 
response to a homophobic article published in Harper's Magazine. 
Described as "the most widely read and discussed essay of the decade, " 








The Office of Workplace Diversity 
To hear profound remarks from 

Sheila Alexander-Reid 
Director 

DC Mayor's Office of LGBTQ Affairs 
June 5, 2019 - 11:00 a.m. 
Commission Meeting Room 
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Sheila is a community activist in the truest sense of the word. Her work to shed light 
on issues affecting the voiceless among us cuts across every line that could divide 
us; gender, race, socio-economic status, education level and sexual orientation. 
She was formerly, the Director of Strategic Engagement at the Washington City 
Paper, Vice President of Strategic Initiatives at the Washington Blade, founder and 
former Executive Director of the Women in the Life Association, as well as host of 
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community and survivors of domestic violence. _ 
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Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning (LGBTQ) Pride 
Month recognizes the contributions that generations of LGBTQ 
individuals have made to American history, society and culture. The 
month of June was chosen to commemorate the 1969 Stonewall Inn 
Riots. In the 1960s, New York City police regularly raided gay 
bars. Early on the morning of Saturday, 28 June 1969, the police raided 
the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New York City. Upset over their treatment, 
a riot broke out involving gay and lesbian individuals who were being 
questioned by the police. Protests over their treatment spread over the 
course of several nights. 

The commemoration of LGBTQ Pride Month began in November of 1969, 
when Craig Rodwell, his partner Fred Sargeant, Ellen Broidy, and Linda 
Rhodes proposed the First Pride March, a demonstration to be held 
annually on the last Saturday in June in New York City. Initially, the last 
Sunday in June was celebrated as “Gay Pride Day.” In major cities 
across the nation, the “day” soon grew to encompass a month-long series 
of events involving parades, picnics, parties, workshops, symposia and 
concerts. 

The month has been recognized since 1970, one year after the Stonewall 
Rebellion commemorating the impact the riots had on society. Still now, 
people in towns and cities across the Nation come together to show 
support for LGBTQ rights, culture and communities throughout the month 
of June. 

As well as being a month long celebration, Pride month is also an 
opportunity to peacefully protest and raise political awareness of current 
issues facing the LGBTQ+ community. Parades are a prominent feature 
of Pride month, and there are many street parties, community events, 
poetry readings, public speaking, street festivals and educational 
sessions all of which are covered by mainstream media and attracting 
millions of participants. 

The Capital Pride Alliance, located in Washington, DC, is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to serving the needs of the LGBTQ community 
and its partners through educational events, entertainment, community 



the article was developed into the remarkable short book On Being 
Different - one of the earliest memoirs to affirm the importance of 
coming out. If you wish to participate in this book discussion please send 
an email to HMIMlBB Books will be available at the 
program on June 5 th in the Commission Meeting Room. 



Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning (LGBTQ) Pride 
Month recognizes the contributions that generations of LGBTQ 
individuals have made to American history, society and culture. The 
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Riots. In the 1960s, New York City police regularly raided gay 
bars. Early on the morning of Saturday, 28 June 1969, the police raided 
the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New York City. Upset over their treatment, 
a riot broke out involving gay and lesbian individuals who were being 
questioned by the police. Protests over their treatment spread over the 
course of several nights. 

The commemoration of LGBTQ Pride Month began in November of 1969, 
when Craig Rodwell, his partner Fred Sargeant, Ellen Broidy, and Linda 
Rhodes proposed the First Pride March, a demonstration to be held 
annually on the last Saturday in June in New York City. Initially, the last 
Sunday in June was celebrated as “Gay Pride Day.” In major cities 
across the nation, the “day” soon grew to encompass a month-long series 
of events involving parades, picnics, parties, workshops, symposia and 
concerts. 

The month has been recognized since 1970, one year after the Stonewall 
Rebellion commemorating the impact the riots had on society. Still now, 
people in towns and cities across the Nation come together to show 
support for LGBTQ rights, culture and communities throughout the month 
of June. 

As well as being a month long celebration, Pride month is also an 
opportunity to peacefully protest and raise political awareness of current 
issues facing the LGBTQ+ community. Parades are a prominent feature 
of Pride month, and there are many street parties, community events, 
poetry readings, public speaking, street festivals and educational 
sessions all of which are covered by mainstream media and attracting 
millions of participants. 

The Capital Pride Alliance, located in Washington, DC, is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to serving the needs of the LGBTQ community 
and its partners through educational events, entertainment, community 




outreach, and celebrations of diversity throughout the year. Capital Pride 
Alliance announced its 2019 Pride theme - “shhhOUT Past, Present & 
Proud.” 

Please check out the following link for local activities in recognition of 
LGBTQ Pride Month: http://www.capitalpride.org/celebration-2019/ 
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To join the Office of Workplace Diversity 


BOOK DISCUSSION 

GROTJIP 



June 27, 2019 

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM in 2-B516 - South 
Conference Room 

"On Being Different" written by Merle Miller 


Facilitated by 

Rachel Seissler 
FCC Library 







Books are still available. If you wish to participate in 
this book discussion please send an email to 
Rosalind.Bailev@fcc.gov or call (202) 418-7691. 





MERLE MILLER 

Qr i Being Difjcrcnt 

it to lii' O 

l f DAS 

ii-r.t-Jhv CM * t;T s * * IJF• 
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Originally published in 1971, "On Being Different" is a 
pioneering and thought-provoking book about being 
homosexual in the United States. Just two years after 
the Stonewall riots, Miller wrote a poignant essay for 
the New York Times Magazine entitled "What It Means 
To Be a Homosexual" in response to a homophobic 
article published in Harper's Magazine. Described as 
"the most widely read and discussed essay of the 
decade," the article was developed into the remarkable 








short book On Being Different - one of the earliest 
memoirs to affirm the importance of coming out. 
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